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MUTUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN
AND POLAND AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND WORLD
WAR THROUGH THE PRYSM OF THE WAR CABINET ACTIVITY
(BASED ON THE OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS OF THE BRITISH
NATIONAL ARCHIVES)

The article reveals mutual relationships between Great Britain and Poland on the
verge of World War Il based on the British War Cabinet documents from the Na-
tional Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). The authors acknowledge principles of
the British foreign policy towards Poland and the activity of its diplomatic corps
along with the War Cabinet. The paper determines that diplomatic and military-
political relations between Great Britain and Poland have been multidimensional
with deep historical roots.

The article represents the analysis of the main misunderstandings and challenges
that determined British-Polish relations before and at the beginning of the Second
World War. Sequentially, the paper shows the British position and interest regard-
ing the strategic military partnership establishment with Poland. The authors ex-
amined British-Polish agreements that were signed during the spring-summer pe-
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riod of 1939 to designate the nature of the negotiation process between the states.
The publication also reveals the reasons for a weak practical element of the ne-
gotiation process, emphasising the difficulties concerning the Royal force on the
European continent deployed on the Polish border. Also, the authors analyse sce-
narios of the counteractions towards the aggressive steps of Germany and study
the mechanisms of the aggression deterrence considering different dynamics of the
events. It is stated that along with the British influence on the situation in Poland,
either France took an active part in the decision-making process.

The research is based on the British War Cabinet documents, including official
diplomatic commentaries and reports written by ambassadors and British state
officials regarding German actions on the Polish territories on the verge of World
War Il. Emphasising the cruel legacy of the Nazi regime, the authors describe the
rapid nature of German army attacks and brutal treatment towards the Polish
population in the first days of September 1939.

The authors concluded that actions taken by the British political and military cir-
cuits concerning aid to Poland at the start of World War Il seem to have been in-
consistent, unconfident and did not bring strategic effect.

After the Nazi occupation of Poland, British authorities had to change their ap-
proaches to the realisation of British-Polish relations. London accepted the idea to
recognise Polish emigrated state officials headed by V. Sikorsky and provide them
with substantial empowerment to the Non-Aligned Movement.

Key words: Great Britain, Poland, Germany, Diplomacy, Second World War,
foreign policy, national interests, combat presence.

1. INTRODUCTION

Set of the Problem. In the system of global affairs, the history of diplo-
matic and military-political relations between Great Britain and Poland at the
beginning of the Second World War has become a matter of interest and a viv-
id example of a comprehensive history. During the summer-autumn of 1939,
world leaders subconsciously started to architect the shape of new world order
and countries' attitude towards the beginning of the Second World War. Combat
actions of the war had been actively developing and affecting dynamically dip-
lomatic events and further aggravation of the conflict. Therefore, the analysis
and introduction of the War Cabinet documents from the British archives to his-
torians can help study the aspects of the Second World War and the impact of the
British-Polish relations more thoroughly. Moreover, the formation of historical
memory and further conflict prevention are essential aspects.

Analysis of the Recent Documents and Publications. Analysis of the
international affairs on the verge of the Second World War and studying core
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aspects of the British, Polish and German (during the A. Hitler's regime)
foreign policies arouse interest among international and Ukrainian experts
in history and political science.

It is necessary to outline the significance shown in the studies of
L. Gerhard [1] and H. Arnold [2]. Primarily, they focused on the threats and
misconceptions between powerful actors had at the beginning of the Second
World War in the international relations system. Separate parts of these stu-
dies do reflect the relations between Great Britain and Poland in 1939.

Considering the national scientific environment in this field, such re-
searchers as L. Zashkilniak and L. Krykun dedicated their papers to Polish
history, drawing our attention to the analysis of British-Polish relations dy-
namic outgoing before and at the time of the war [3].

Another group of studies consists of works by Western European and
Ukrainian historians who revealed different aspects of European policy be-
fore the Second World War and at its beginning, arousing the issues of aid to
Poland, the first country occupied by the warfare.

The 1ssue of British military aid to Poland before the war started is re-
vealed in the Polish researcher W. Mazur's work [4]. The author highlights
the substantially difficult state of Great Britain at that time what influenced
the efficiency of the help and relationships between the countries.

Ukrainian scientist I. Mraka claims a lack of monolithic viewpoint
amongst British MPs and military service regarding the future of Poland [5].
In his work, British researcher J. Greenhalgh emphasises how Great Britain
enlarged their control of the country during the Second World War using
warnings about air travel and eclipse as a lens through which it is possible to
observe state attitude towards the internal situation [6].

Despite a substantial number of publications in the field of research, the
need for objective and impersonal studies of the remarkable aspects con-
cerning British-Polish relations before and during the Second World War
still exists. Furthermore, an integral part of such research should be reliance
on the unresearched foreign archival materials. It is necessary to say that
the representative resource database, which includes documents of the War
Cabinet and diplomatic correspondence, gave the possibility to discover the
formation, establishment and development of the British-Polish relations of
the chronological period.

The Objective of the Research. The research objective is to under-
take the analysis and cover the development of mutual relations between
Great Britain and Poland on the verge of and during the Second World War.
Based on the War Cabinet reports from the National Archives of the United
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Kingdom, the authors examined stages of interstate British-Polish relations,
released British War Cabinet activity, as well as researched the viewpoint of
the British parliament regarding the escalation and start of the Second World
War. The authors also focused on the diplomatic activities of the War Cabi-
net in the context of revealed documents.

2. RESULTS OF RESEARCH

As it is commonly known, in the 1930s, the Versailles-Washington sys-
tem of international relations had been gradually collapsing. The political
circumstances of the after-war period did not satisfy all the affluent actors
who strived for changing the political world map. Tense had been rising,
and escalation in Europe and the Far East invigorated British politicians to
seek various possibilities to assert influence on prevention from aggressive
actions of Germany and its allies.

The development of relations between Great Britain and Poland had
deep historical roots. Apparently, since the beginning of 1939, British-Pol-
ish relations have gained a new sense. On the threshold of the Second World
War, Great Britain supported Poland, and those friendly relationships be-
came a method for ambitious plans for the Kingdom. Implementing the po-
litical course of Appeasement of Nazi Germany, the Chamberlain's cabinet
persuaded the Polish government in diplomatic support and military force of
Great Britain.

This idea can be easily traced by analysing British and Polish agree-
ments and resolutions that were entered into force during the spring-summer
season in 1939. For instance, on the 31st of March 1939, N. Chamberlain of-
ficially announced to the British Parliament on providing Poland guarantees
of immunity.

By diplomatic missions of Great Britain and the Polish Republic, with
the help of military and political public officials, countries started a thor-
ough negotiating process to create a joint military alliance. The analysis
of the memorandums of Anglo-Polish staff conversations and commentar-
ies testified about the substantial intensity concerning the talks, especially
during April-August of 1939. The period is significant due to the frequent
diplomatic correspondence and contacts with other countries such as France
and the United States.

According to the memorandum by the Minister for Coordination of De-
fence of Great Britain, at that moment, the practical part of the British-
Polish commitments, including military assistance of Britain, had acquired
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clear and definite forms having only informative character. During all that
time, the British command authorities had emphasised difficulties regarding
the use of the Royal Forces on the European continent dislocated nearby the
Polish frontiers. Firstly, due to the lack of British land forces. Secondly,
the authorities had always accented to the low capacity of potential supply
routes for the Royal Army through the Mediterranean and Romania routes
particularly. Therefore, it was predictable that in the last August days of
1939, the cooperation project between Polish Army and the Royal British
Army achieved only the level of staff talks and was in the development pro-
cess [7].

At the same time, the analysis of the documents regarding the main di-
rections of the War Cabinet activities during spring-summer of 1939 showed
that the overall international situation about Poland did become the main
topic of most meetings [8].

The diplomatic corps of Great Britain had started looking for all poten-
tial scenarios for the development of the international relationship, searching
and analysing approaches to resist aggressive German actions. The search
of alternatives, restraint mechanisms and counteractions to aggression took
place considering different scenarios.

With the assistance of many diplomatic representatives in Europe, the
Foreign Office managed to collect information about German relationships
with different European states in order to determine alternative scenarios for
the foreseeable future. For example, at the cabinet meetings, ministers me-
ticulously studied international reactions regarding the Anschluss with Aus-
tria. It is necessary to outline that among all foreign policy factors, which
Great Britain took into account, German military movement on the border of
Poland was in more detail.

On the one hand, British military-political circuits did not want to wor-
sen their relations with Germany before the Second World War started. On
the other hand, Great Britain demonstrated the determination of their inten-
tions, calling behaviour of the German government provocative and those
which would lead to the aggravation of interstate relations in Europe and the
whole world [9].

At the same time, the role of British Diplomacy should not be underesti-
mated concerning the forecast of the international situation before the Second
World War. For instance, an accurate calculation of scenarios to maximise
neutralisation of states provided Germany with finances and armaments that
could have strengthened its military capacity.
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The War Cabinet documents represented by the National Archives of
the United Kingdom deserve particular attention. The report dated 24 July
of 1939 marked as a secret one, contains an analysis of world affairs and
possible further events of British-French aid to Poland if warfare started
[9]. The report is said to have conducted 350 joint meetings of the British
and French commission in the matter of Poland. In particular, the document
includes analytical information about the possible neutrality of Italy. The
report stated that Great Britain and France had to embark on any steps to
convene Italy to declare neutral status officially. The parties even discuss a
scenario of conducting a military operation in Italy on the part of the allies
and speed capitulation to complicate Germany's condition and help Poland.
In addition, the document includes conclusions according to which most
possible neutrality could have been Spain considering the consequences of
the civil war in the country.

A Polish military historian W. Mazura accurately acknowledges in his
research that the attitude and estimates of British military authorities about
the situation in Poland significantly affected the British and French final de-
cision. In this context, it should be highlighted that France tended to rely on
Great Britain regarding settling foreign policy decisions before and at the
beginning of the Second World War [4, p.72].

The attack on Poland and quick occupation committed by Nazi Germany
led to fundamental changes in the political, military and economic situation
in Europe and the world. Subsequently, the British political circuit had to
address frequently every change that had been happening in the world scene
by adjusting their political course.

In the research «Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Staliny,
T. Snyder emphasises the outrageous character of Nazi military operations,
huge humanitarian losses and suffering of locals on the Polish territories [10,
p. 163-168].

Official commentaries and reports of diplomats and state authorities
regarding German actions in Poland in early September of 1939 contain
evidence of the significant human toll in Polish armed forces and civil po-
pulation. Many messages testified about the mass character of attacks on
strategically essential objectives for a victimised country and the thorough
readiness of German military operations on the Polish land.

Along with total failure in the military defence, ultimate worsening of
the psychological state of the Polish army, including the downfall of moral
spirit among Poles caused by brutal German attacks and actions taken re-
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garding civil populations, took place. For instance, the diplomatic reports
show propagandist activity with regard to the Polish people. Moreover, the
British secret service reported information about the mass German bomb-
ing of civil objectives and dwellings and even poisonous substances disper-
sing. For example, the report dated September 1939 reveals evidence about
the poisoning of children with sweets they had found in the streets of Po-
lish cities after German bombings. The German cynicism in military actions
on the territory of Poland is impressive. According to the archives, sweets
were wrapped like they were produced by Polish confectionery factories.
Incidents of fatal poisoning were registered in Warsaw on 4 September and
Lublin on 6 September in 1939 [11].

The documents of the British War Cabinet dated the first two weeks of
September 1939 comprise numerous arguments about the rapid nature of
military actions and intensive air attacks in Poland, which, therefore, bitterly
demoralise the Polish army and civil people. In this regard, Captain Davies,
the representative of the British Mission to Poland, mentioned in his report
addressed to the British government dated 8 September 1939 that during the
systematic airstrikes, German were bombing not only military objectives
but enterprises, power stations, dwellings, etc. Also, Captain Davies em-
phasises that heavy German air attacks aimed to threaten Poles [12]. At the
same time, the representative focused attention on the heroic resistance of
the Polish army. In the protocol of the 9 September 1939, Polish courage in
counterattack is outlined [12].

In September 1939, Great Britain did not provide Poland with efficient
assistance what soon became a reason for condemnation in postponement or
even betrayal [4, p. 43-44]. However, the possibilities of London were li-
mited enough what is clear according to the archival documents.

The idea to enter into war during the first phase using a wide range of
air forces was rejected by the combat officials of the Royal Army in August
1939. Moreover, the British political and military authorities did not have
integrity concerning the form and volume of security assistance to Poland,
especially the use of Royal Forces in the active phase of the conflict. The
British justified as they had wanted to preserve the main air forces and naval
armament in order to take advantage of it in the most appropriate military
situation.

Through the fast nature of military actions in Poland in September 1939,
substantial aid appeared to have been impossible. Firstly, because of the
lack of the appropriate combat machinery the British army needed on the
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European continent, it was hard to compete with Germany. Secondly, as the
war started, the situation was worsening, and every day it was getting harder
to relocate troops. Therefore, delays had become ordinary, especially in the
Mediterranean routes concerning provision, as well as the political stability
had been threatened of the Far East. In early September 1939, Lord Hankey,
in one of his reports dedicated to German air operations in Poland, empha-
sised the importance of responsibility to consider any possible risks [8].

That British military aid, which succeeded in getting to Poland, was not in
enough amount and did not help to affect the sequence of combat operations sig-
nificantly. In other words, the support was to raise the morale spirit of the Poles.
According to the War Cabinet reports, even frequent use of the British forces
would not stop military actions in Poland and general German aggression [8].

In mid-September 1939, London concluded that the Polish army was to-
tally defeated and soon would lose its independence. Although the sequence of
events was not surprising, the circuit of British political and military elites be-
gan to realise that passive attitude towards Polish “East front” could have fatal
consequences for the Polish-British relations in the foreseeable future.

Analysing the reasons for the unknown military aid from Great Britain to
Poland in the war with Germany, the British general E. Ironside wrote in his
diary that «...we have lost our strategic advantage. We have lost the perfect
opportunity » [13, p. 91]. Soon, German general A. Jodl stated that the German
army could have been defeated in 1939 if 110 French and British divisions had
acted [14].

At the end of September 1939, the British government started the new
rhetoric in British-Polish relations. It was highlighted that Great Britain did not
recede from its responsibilities concerning Poland and had an intention to help
Polish elites to renew their independence. After the declaration of the emigrated
Polish government headed by V. Sikorsky, Great Britain recognised them. In
addition, London started to support them in the framework of diplomatic and
military-political dimensions [15]. Moreover, the British government signifi-
cantly maintained the organisation and proliferation of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment on the occupied Polish territories. This fact affected further development
in their interstate relationships.

3. CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER RESEARCH

Concluding the main results of the research, it is necessary to outline that
the development of mutual relations between Great Britain and Poland took a
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significant place in studying and understanding the interwar system of interna-
tional relations and diplomatic collisions on the verge of the Second World War.

Military and Political actions of the British statesmen regarding the aid to
Poland were incoherent and without vital determination and speed in the de-
cision-making process. Great Britain was directed by their interests first, and,
therefore, outcomes appeared to have been minor. In this case, it is crucial to
understand the mechanisms of foreign affairs decision-making due to the repre-
sentation of the archival documents to the socio-historical environment.

After the Nazi occupation of Poland, British authorities had to change their
approaches to British-Polish relations through recognition and empowerment of
Polish emigrated government officials headed by V. Sikorsky.
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BIJTHOCUHU BEJUKOI BPUTAHII TA MOJIBIII HA IOYATKY
JIPYTOI CBITOBOI BIMHU KPI3b MMPU3MY JIAJBHICTI
BINCHBKOBOT'O KABIHETY
(HA OCHOBI JOKYMEHTIB bPUTAHCBKUX HAIIIOHAJIbBHUX
APXIBIB) KOH®JIIKTY

VY nyb6mikanii npoananizoBaHo BigHocuHM Benukoi bpurtanii ta Ilonbuil Ha
noyarky Jlpyroi cBiTOBOi BiiiHM Ha OCHOBI MarepiajiB OpUTAaHCHKHX apXiBIB.
Po3kpuTo 3acaau NoabChKOro HANMpsIMY 30BHIIHBOT NOIITUKHA Bennkoi bpuTanii
1 0COONMBOCTI AISUIBHOCTI 1I AMIUIOMAaTHYHUX NPEICTaBHULTB 1 BiiicbKOBOrO
kabinety. BuzHavyeHo, 10 IUIIJIOMAaTHYHI Ta BIMCHKOBO-TIONITUYHI BiJIHOCHUHU
Benukoi bputanii i [Tonbmii 6ararorpanHi Ta MaroTh ITTHOOKE ICTOPUYHE KOPIHHS.
BusiBieHO OCHOBHI CymepeyHOCTI W BUKIWKH, SIKI BH3HAYaJIM OpPUTAHCHKO-
MOJIbChKI BIJIHOCUHU HAamepenoAHl Ta Ha modarky Jlpyroi cBiTOBOi BiiHHU.
[TocmigoBHO po3kpuTi mo3umii ¥ iHTepecu Benukoi bpuranii momo Bcra-
HOBJICHHS BIMCHKOBOT'O CTpareriuHoro naptaepctna 3 [lonbiero. Y myOmikarii
JOCIIPKEHO OpUTAaHCHKO-TIOJIBCHbKI YrOJW Ta JIOMOBJICHOCTi, IO YKJIaJCHI
npoTaromM BecHu-iita 1939 p., 1 0coOIUBOCTI MEPErOBOPHOTO MPOLECY MIXK
KpaiHaMH.

Y myOmikaiii po3KpUTO TPUYMHU HHU3BKOT MPAKTUYHOI CKJIAI0BOI YaCTUHU
MIEPETOBOPHOTO MPOIIECY, HATOJIOMIEHO HAa CKJIAAHOMIAX MO0 BUKOPUCTAHHS
BilicbKOBHX ci1 Benukoi bpuranii Ha €BponeiicbkoMy KOHTUHEHT1 Ta pO3MILIEHH1
oinst kopaoHiB [onbii. Takoxk mpoaHaniz3oBaHO BapiaHTH MPOTUIIT arpECUBHUM
KpokaM HimeuuwHu i MOMIyK MEXaHI3MIB CTPUMYBaHHS arpeCUBHUX KPOKIB 3
ypaxyBaHHSIM PI3HUX CIIEHAPIIB PO3BUTKY MO 13 00Ky OPUTAHCHKUX YPSIOBUX
Ta BINCHKOBUX KiJI. Y CTATTi BU3HAUCHO BIUIMB BilICHKOBOTO KepiBHUIITBA Benmnkoi
bputanii Ha cutyanito HaBkosio [lombIni Ha pilieHHS OPUTAHCHKOTO YpsIy, a
Takox OpaHiii.

Ha ocHoBi MmarepianiB OpUTAHCBKUX apXiBiB JOCIHIPKEHO JIUILIOMATHYHI
KOMEHTapi ¥ 3BITH JUILJIOMATIB T4 BUCOKOIOCAIOBIIB MO0 HIMEIBKUX HiH
Ha TOJbCHKUX TEPUTOPIsX Ha moudarky Jpyroi cBiToBoi BiliHM. BusznaueHo
IMIBUJKUHN XapaKTep HACTYNaIbHUX A1H HIMELBKOT apMii, 5)KOPCTKE MOBOKEHHS
3 OJILCHKMUM HACEJICHHSIM 13 MepiuX JIHIB BepecHs 1939 p.

Jii BiMICbKOBO-MONITUYHOTO KepiBHUIITBA Benukoi bputanii mono HamgaHHs
noromord [lonbiii Ha modatky J[pyroi cBiTOBOI BiliHM OyiHM HEMOCIHIIOBHUMH,
HEPINIYYUMU Ta HE MaJIA CTPATETIYHOTO €(EeKTY.

[Ticnst nHamucTebkoi okymamii [lonmbmii OGpuTaHChKE KEPIBHUIITBO 3MIHHUIIO
1JIXOJIA JI0 TTOJbChKO-OpUTAaHCHKUX BITHOCHH, Ypsa Benukoi bpuranii Bu3HaB
MOJIBCBKUX YPSAOBIIB B emirpailii Ha 4oii 3 B. CikopcbkuUM 1 HajaB MaKCH-
MaJibHY MIATPUMKY B oprasizaiii Pyxy Onopy Ta OHOBJIEHHI HE3aJI€KHOCTI.
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OBMEXEHHS «TPAHC®OPMAIIMHOI CUJIN» €C
Y AEP/KABAX CXIZJHOI'O MAPTHEPCTBA

Y ecmammi oocniooceno iniyiamusy Cxionoco napmuepcmea €C kpize npuzmy
KOHCMPYKMUBICIMCOKUX KOHYENYiti K HOPMAMUBHOI CUTWY Ma «MPAHCHOPpMayitiHoi
cunuy. Ilpoananizosano zmicm, mexauizmu u pesynomamu peanizayii Cxionozo
napmuepcmea 3 no2nady egexmuenocmi «mpancgopmayiinoi cunuy €C.
Poszensanymo incmumyyitini ma 2eononimuuni 0OMedCeHHs U BUKAUKU, SIKI
VCKNaoHwwoms peanizayito Hopmamuenozo eénaugy €C y oepocasax CXiOHO20
napmmuepcmea.

Cmeepooicyemovca, wo enaue €C y Kpainax-napmuepax IpPYHMYEMbCA HA
CKJIAOHOMY NOEOHAHHI 1020 eKOHOMIYHOI Npueabiueocmi, 83aEMO3ANEHCHOCHII,
NPOCYBAHHI  MINCHAPOOHUX HOPM ma o00iyauKu Oilbw micHoi iHmezpayii,
npueabaueoi 0nsa deaxux cxionux cycioie (I pysii, Monoosu, Ykpainu). Ane meopyi
Cxiono2o napmuepcmea He 8paxysanu oomedicenb «mpanchopmayitinoi cunuy €C
0e3 nepcnexmusu 4ieHCmea, Cymmeux 6HYmMpIiuHix nepeuKoo Ha uLisaxy pegopm
V Kpainax-napmuepax, a makoddc 2eonolimuyHol cumyayii 8 pecioHi, 30Kpemda
cunu pociiicokozco enaugy. Hezoamuicme €C 3anpononysamu cuibHi CMumyiu
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